April 13, 2017 by James Madison University
By ABBY CHURCH AND 
EMMA KORYNTA
The Breeze
Tents were pitched in front of 
Wilson Hall on the Quad while 
students played guitar, enacted 
skits and talked through the night. 
The last time students camped out 
on the Quad, they were trying to get 
on TV for College GameDay. This 
week, students did it in the name 
of protest.
Amelia Morrison, a junior 
geographic science major, was 
one of these students. Morrison’s 
the community outreach chair in 
the Climate Justice Coalition, a 
group that was protesting JMU’s 
investment in fossil fuels. 
“When I’m out here educating 
people, getting people aware 
and going to marches, doing civil 
disobedience — I feel like I’m doing 
something, and that makes me feel 
less powerless,” Morrison said.
The Climate Justice Coalition 
was originally founded to formally 
encourage JMU to stop using 
money from its endowment for 
fossil fuels.  
The endowment consists of 
donations individuals give to the 
university, not including tuition, 
and is supposed to be used to 
grow and improve the university.
“Our stance is that we don’t 
want the university to be growing off of the profits of the 
fossil fuel industry, because it’s destructive to people and 
the planet,” Morrison said.
As the most recent event in a series of protests, the 
Climate Justice Coalition staged a campout on the Quad 
this week, with intentions to stay there from Monday 
morning until whenever they were asked to leave. 
Camping on campus is a violation of the student code 
of conduct. 
  see PROTEST, page 4
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Discussing why the “War on 
Drugs” is a policy failure
JMU announces construction of 
new Convocation  Center
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Coming off a national championship this 
past season, JMU football is stacked with a 
stellar roster, including two standout transfers 
that’ll look to make an impact as early as 
next season. 
Junior running back Marcus 
Marshall is coming from Georgia 
Institute of Technology, where 
he led the team in rushing 
yards for the last two seasons. 
Redshirt sophomore linebacker 
Michal “Gus” Little will transfer 
from University of Maryland, 
where he didn’t get to play often in 
his two years with the program but 
did impress coaches as a scout team 
player.
Both players are stepping into 
positions that made a big impact 
on the field last year. Running back 
Khalid Abdullah and linebacker 
Gage Steele both graduated. 
Abdullah finished his career as 
the most outstanding player in the 
national title game and he finished 
last season as the leading rusher in 
the Football Championship Series, 
while Steele was the only two-year 
captain and led the team in tackles.
Marshall and Little are poised to 
step up and add more depth and 
competition at those positions.
Marshall’s father, Warren, 
had an excellent career at JMU, 
earning an induction into the JMU 
athletics Hall of Fame in 2013.
The fact that Marshall’s father played here 
helped him become familiarized with JMU, 
but wasn’t the only reason he chose to play here 
after two seasons at Georgia Tech.
“I definitely wouldn’t have come here if it 
wasn’t the right opportunity for me,” Marshall 
said. “The fact that my dad played here definitely 
made it where I was familiar with the school 
and they recruited me out of high school, so it 
wasn’t like JMU was foreign. It probably helped 
the situation a little bit. But I came because it 
was the best situation for me.”
During the team’s annual spring game on 
Saturday, Marshall showed off his explosiveness. 
He carried the ball 10 times and racked up 84 
yards. His exclamation point on the afternoon 
was a 50-yard touchdown run.
“Everyone got their first glimpse of Marcus 
Marshall,” head coach Mike Houston said. “I 
think he gets a passing grade for today. You 
saw the breakaway speed that really attracted 
us to him.”
Marshall’s able to impact the team not only 
with his legs and elusive playmaking ability, but 
with his strong locker room presence as well.
“I knew what kind of ability he had so I am 
probably more so pleased with type of person 
he is,” Houston said. “He is just a character kid. 
Someone that fits into our locker room very very 
well.”
During the spring game, the defense 
came to play, blocking field goals, intercept-
ing all three quarterbacks that played, as 
well as scoring touchdowns on those forced 
turnovers. Leading that charge was Little.
see FOOTBALL, page 9Gus Little (left) and Marcus Marshall (right) both join the JMU football program in hopes of helping the team defend its 2016 national championship title.
CONNOR WOISARD /THE BREEZE
Occupy the Quad
Dukes camp out in front of Wilson in protest of fossil fuel investment
CASSIDY HARVEY /THE BREEZE
Protesters permitted to stay overnight were asked to leave in the morning by police.
Newly arrived players make difference on both sides of the ball
By THOMAS ROBERTSON
contributing writer
With frisbees flying through the air and yoga 
mats sprawled across Hillside Field, the Student 
Occupational Therapy Association marked the 
centennial year of the profession. Activities such as 
these, while fun, are also necessary components of 
therapy regimes.
Wednesday marked a milestone year for 
occupational therapy. One of the main goals of  SOTA 
was to educate those who may not know what OT 
actually is.
“Occupational therapy utilizes meaningful 
activities to help establish or rehabilitate skills that 
have been lost due to injury or illness,” Christie 
Briskey, the community service coordinator for 
SOTA and second-year grad student studying OT, said. 
“This holistic approach to health care allows the client 
to regain their health through intrinsic motivation.”
Apart from other rehab-based sectors of health 
care, which may focus more on exercise and physical 
fitness, occupational therapy attempts to integrate 
patients back into their daily lifestyle by focusing on 
occupations.
“Occupations are defined as meaningful activities 
and occupational therapy is meaningful to us,” 
Briskey said.
These occupations range from anything a patient 
would do in their normal life, such as self-care 
activities like brushing their teeth, to hobbies and 
interests like sports. 
see OT, page 3
OT is more than OK
CASSIDY HARVEY /THE BREEZE
JMU students gathered on Hillside on Wednesday to participate in activities that highlight Occupational Therapy Month. 
JMU students recognize Occupational Therapy Month
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Good Friday downtown 
prayer walk 
@From Blessed Sacrament 
Catholic Church to St. 
Stephens UCC, 
Noon - 1:00 p.m.
Drone Demo
@ JMU Football 
Stadium, 
1:00 - 1:30 p.m.
Food Truck Fest
@ Sunny Slope Farm, 
Noon - 7:00 p.m.
Phenomenal Women’s 
Conference
@ Madison Union 
Ballroom
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Sunday blues brunch 
with music by Chloe 
Youtsey
@ Jimmy Madison’s,
Noon - 2:30 p.m.
Massanutten Resort Is Now Hiring
Lifeguards  
Wanted!
Training classes offered on-site!
Current American Red Cross Lifeguarding certification required. 
Water Attendant openings also available!
Apply online at massresortjobs.com
Flexible Scheduling • Fun Workplace • Competitive Rates
MassResort.com/Aquatics | 540.289.4987
 
Happy Student Employee Appreciation Week! 
 
JMU Libraries and Educational Technologies 
 
wish to recognize our dedicated Student Employee Workforce. 
The work you do assists in maintaining the excellence of our services. 
 
Thank You! 
We value your time and dedication. 
Across
1 “Yeah, sure!”
6 Some CPAs and MBAs
10 __ bean
14 What choir members have to carry
15 Lined up, with “in”
16 2001 Winslet/Dench title role
17 Hero makers
18 Window shopper’s buy
19 Bottle part
20 Double-helix molecules
21 Stat for which Babe Ruth’s 457 is the single-
season record












45 “Obsessable series” movie channel
47 What “two” meant to Paul Revere
49 Bow __
51 Billboard charts
56 Tart vodka cocktails
60 Petunia part
61 Greenish blue
62 Use the escalator, about half the time
63 Plant swelling
64 What a stet cancels
65 Alternatively
66 Cheap mags
67 Old jet-set jets
68 Bob or dog attachment
69 Canines, e.g.
Down
1 Irrigated grain field
2 Courtroom figure
3 Hippy dances?
4 Italian cookie flavoring
5 Filmmaker Craven
6 Holly Golightly’s creator
7 Place for annual pledging
8 Chaplin of “Game of Thrones”
9 Balloon
10 Elite Eight survivors
11 War god
12 Target of many a New Year’s resolution
13 Poses
21 Floor installers




29 End of a ball game?
30 Great American Ball Park team
31 COLA component
32 69-Across holders
33 Vet school subj.
34 Joel’s “Cabaret” co-star
35 Hinted-at hidden meanings
37 AFC East team
40 Sis or bro
41 Grade of excellence: Abbr.
46 Cab alternative
48 Opposite of guzzled
50 Cube’s dozen




56 Some TV screens
57 They work better when they focus
58 Dairy Queen order
59 Lucky streak
63 Skillful, facetiously
By Matt Skoczen 4/13/17 Find the answers online at: breezejmu.org/site/crossword_answers
News









Join us this Sunday, April 16, at 3PM for a 
special Easter service at the historic Mabel 
Memorial Chapel. All are welcome! 
The service will include singing and a short 
message, with light refreshments following. 
We hope to see you there!  
In with the new
By INGRID BASHEDA
The Breeze
After standing for 35 years without any recent 
renovations, the Convocation Center is being replaced. 
JMU plans to build a new Convocation Center by the fall 
of 2020 for $88 million. The new location will be on East 
Campus across from E-Hall, on the corner of University 
Boulevard and Carrier Drive. The current Convocation 
Center will eventually be renovated for practice facilities.
JMU purchased 593 University Blvd., a piece of land 
needed to build the Convocation Center, from the JMU 
Foundation for $1,519,383. The nonprofit bought the 
property in 2012 after the building’s leases on the land 
ran out. 
“We’ve looked at a number of different places around 
campus where we could possibly put it, and that one made 
the most sense,” Bill Wyatt, the director of communications 
and university spokesperson, said. 
The JMU Foundation has helped the university 
purchase several properties in the past in order to 
continue its growth, including the land for East Campus 
and Memorial Hall.
“It’s one of the ways that the Foundation supports the 
university, and we’re just happy to be in a position to 
purchase property and work with the university to hold 
it and then provide it to them when they’re ready to use 
it for their needs,” Thomas Schaeffer, the chief executive 
officer of the JMU Foundation, said. “It’s a good example 
of the importance for having a university foundation.”
According to Wyatt, when JMU receives property offers 
that interest them, they get two fair market appraisals — 
independent of each other — and then use those as a basis 
of negotiation with the property owner. 
The project for the new building was authorized by the 
Virginia General Assembly and is initially being funded by 
at least $12 million of private money. The rest will then be 
paid through state-issued bonds, which the university will 
pay back over a certain amount of time, but the revenue 
made will go to the university. A portion of the student 
comprehensive fee goes toward the bonds; tuition is only 
used for educational purposes, according to Wyatt. 
The date of construction won’t be settled until the 
university raises $12 million. According to The New JMU 
Convocation Center website, 59 percent of the fundraising 
goal has been reached.
This website features virtual constructions of what 
the new facility will look like. The 8,600-seat arena — 
upgraded from the current 6,426-seat arena — will be 
wrapped in purple and gold, along with a four-sided video 
board and a suite level.
“Anytime that you are showing that you are top of the 
line, any sport can benefit from that,” Kevin Warner, the 
assistant athletic director for communications, said. 
“When you do well in football, that helps softball and 
volleyball; when you do well in basketball, it just helps 
any sport … It’s a game changer for the entire athletics 
program for how we’re perceived by the overall landscape 
of Division 1.”
Outside of the basketball arena will be a student club 
lounge, practice facilities, a video room, training rooms, 
locker rooms and a player lounge. A parking deck and 
service roads will be built as well.
“It’s not just a basketball facility,” Wyatt said. “What 
we’re envisioning is a place of engagement.” 
The new Convocation Center will be useful to the 
Harrisonburg community as well, for hosting conventions, 
trade shows, concerts, local graduations and local sports 
tournaments.
“That’s a priority for the university,” Wyatt said. “To be 
able to bring people onto campus.”
The athletics program and academic programs like to 
partner together in order to provide real-world experience 
for some majors and minors, like athletic training, sports 
communication and marketing.
“We’re all about the student-athlete experience; it’s 
right there in our vision statement,” Warner said. “It [the 
new Convocation Center] makes a statement for what 
JMU athletics is all about.”
CONTACT Ingrid Basheda at 
bashedig@dukes.jmu.edu.
OT | ‘amazing profession’
from front
    In addition to passing out flyers and telling students about the 
importance of this area of health care, everyone walking by the event 
was encouraged to participate in the activities.
Students and SOTA members, alike, participated in games such as 
ultimate frisbee, soccer and baseball. There was a yoga station hosted 
by a UREC instructor, as well as a poster where students could write 
down occupations that are important to them.
“We’re hoping these activities will help draw people in and show 
them what occupational therapy is really about,” Briskey said.
SOTA’s also been continuously involved with the nonprofit 
charitable education organization Therapeutic Adventures Inc., whose 
founder, Mark Andrews, attended the event. Located in Massanutten, 
the organization specializes in providing adaptive outdoor programs 
and specialty therapeutic services for people of all ages with differing 
abilities and health needs.
“With occupational therapy, you’re working with individuals not 
only in the workplace, but as they integrate back into society, and 
sports and recreation are a big part of that,” Andrews said. “So we’re 
out here to support what [SOTA] is trying to do and also to get the word 
out about what we’re doing.”
Andrews provided the event with one of its most popular attractions 
— a three-wheeled bike operated with a hand crank instead of foot 
pedals. The bike gave participants a firsthand look at one of the devices 
that could be used in OT to integrate those with a disability back into 
an activity they love.
This bike in particular belonged to a woman with cerebral palsy 
named Ciara Campbell. Campbell is a member of Therapeutic 
Adventure’s Board of Directors.
Thanks to innovations such as this bike, people with disabilities like 
Ciara’s have been able to participate in the most demanding of events.
“Ciara’s a competitive rider, she’s done the Metric Century Ride — 
a 62-mile bike ride in the Shenandoah Valley,” Andrews said. “She’s 
done the Park to Park half marathon, and many other rides.” 
This event adds on to the big year that SOTA’s had. Not only was this 
their first year bringing the OT Month Celebration to JMU, but they also 
brought the American Occupational Therapy Association’s National 
Backpack Awareness Day to campus for the first time last semester.
“That early intervention component is something that OT 
focuses on,” said Zachary Nelson, a first-year OT student and class 
representative in the OT master’s program. “And the Backpack 
Awareness Day calls attention to the fact that a lot of students overload 
their backpacks leading to severe back problems.”
SOTA’s also co-sponsoring the 5K Walk/Run for Autism Awareness 
at Eastern Mennonite University this weekend. This will be the first 
time having a hand in this event, which is hosted by the Shenandoah 
Valley Autism Partnership.
“We really just want people to understand that occupational 
therapy is a meaningful profession,” Nelson said. “We think it has a 
lot to offer people.”
CONTACT Thomas Robertson at rober3tl@dukes.jmu.edu.
PHOTOS COURTESY OF JMU ATHLETICS COMMUNICATIONS
The new Convocation Center will hold sporting and academic events, and will be able to fit over 8,000 people. The current center is planned to be used as an athletic practice facility, while the new building is designed for more events.
CASSIDY HARVEY / THE BREEZE
Students participated in hands-on events to show the importance of the program.
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They tried to camp out Sunday night, but were asked to leave by JMU police around 1 a.m., so they got 
formal permission for Monday night’s campout. The JMU police periodically checked on them throughout 
the night to make sure they were safe.
The Climate Justice Coalition chose CHOICES, April 10, for their protest to gain the attention of both 
current students and prospective students.
“I think it actually had a positive impact for our families,” Anna Boley, the visitor relations coordinator, 
said. “I think it was great for them to kind of see involvement of some of our students. It was a great display of 
how a passionate group of students is taking action and sharing their opinions on campus, and we definitely 
encourage that and welcome that on campus.”
In addition to this protest, the Climate Justice Coalition held a campaign asking people not to participate 
on JMU Giving Day until the university divested. The organization hoped that campaigns like this would 
raise awareness of JMU’s investments.
Paul Campbell, the senior assistant director of admissions, witnessed the protest from Wilson Hall on 
Monday during CHOICES. He thought the protest was done with respect and without any intent to disrupt 
CHOICES. 
“I think the thing all our students have in common is they love JMU and they want the best for it,” Campbell 
said. “I think part of that is they understand the recruitment part of what we do.”
While the organization didn’t have any apparent malicious intent toward CHOICES events, they’ve been 
working toward this goal for about two years. The Climate Justice Coalition recently gave presentations to 
the JMU Foundation, proposing that they stop investing in fossil fuels. 
“Last month in March, we received a formal rejection of our proposal,” Morrison said. “Over the past month, 
we’ve been doing actions to continue the momentum and show that, like, we’re not accepting that answer.” 
Bill Wyatt, the director of communications and university spokesperson, believes the university focused 
on being environmentally responsible, despite the protests.
“I think we share mutual goals with the students who are protesting,” Wyatt said. “The university 
fundamentally believes in the principle of environmental stewardship and is constantly looking for ways 
to reduce our carbon footprint ... we’re trying to reduce the footprint but also educate students on its 
importance.”
Members of the Climate Justice Coalition have noticed efforts made by the university to be more 
environmentally conscious, including compost opportunities in dining halls, LEDE certified buildings and 
a riparian buffer lining a stream on East Campus.
According to Morrison, these efforts are noticed and appreciated, but don’t appear consistent. 
“They do a lot of good things, but I think that their decision not to divest kind of weakens those things 
that they’ve already done,” Morrison said. “It was only like one or two percent of their endowment that was 
invested in fossil fuels, so the fact that they chose not to make this decision I think says a little bit about how 
true to those efforts they really are.”
Wyatt felt that the Foundation offered the students a plan that could still help to reduce JMU’s carbon 
footprint, but that the students involved decided to go in a different direction. 
The Climate Justice Coalition plans to continue its efforts to eliminate JMU’s investments in fossil fuels, 
even if its methods of protest change. 
“We don’t want to give up on this issue, but we also need to find new ways to continue pursuing it since 
we’ve kind of exhausted our routes with the administration,” Morrison said. “Now we have to find other 
ways of getting people aware.”
Morrison expressed that she didn’t expect a change to come immediately after the Quad protest, nor does 
she necessarily expect a change will come during her time at JMU. She still thinks the organization has to 
maintain its efforts.
“You may get pushed back and back again, but everything that you’re doing is building momentum and 
building support, building membership,” Morrison said. “It takes a long time to build power from a grassroots 
level, but eventually when you have enough commitment from people, the democratic process kicks back in. 
That’s what we’re hoping for.” 
CONTACT Abby Church and Emma Korynta at breezenews@gmail.com. 
PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE CLIMATE JUSTICE COALITION
The Climate Justice Coalition gathered peacefully on the Quad to camp Monday night into Tuesday morning. They were given permission to stay there and protest JMU’s investment in fossil fuels, which they believe should be eliminated.






When President Richard Nixon started 
the “War on Drugs,” it was communicated 
as a means to combat the increase of 
heroin addiction and marijuana use. Yet 
a 2016 Harper’s Magazine interview with 
former Nixon domestic policy chief John 
Ehrlichman shows a different perspective. 
Ehrlichman stated that the Nixon White 
House had two prime enemies: the anti-
war left and African-American people. 
“We knew we couldn’t make it illegal 
to be either against the war or black,” 
Ehrlichman said. “But getting the public to 
associate the hippies with marijuana and 
blacks with heroin. And then criminalizing 
both heavily we could disrupt those communities. Did we know we were 
lying about the drugs? Of course we did.”
The War on Drugs isn’t just a policy failure — it’s a cultural 
embarrassment. According to The New York Times, there’s been a 
consistent stream of drugs, human trafficking and associated gun 
violence in the U.S. since the War on Drugs started. In Mexico, following 
President Felipe Calderon’s 2006 declaration of “war against drug 
trafficking,” the homicide rate doubled. 
There’s been an increase of drug cartel territorial control and 
an overflow of prisons, with 41 percent of drug criminals jailed for 
possessing substances worth less than 500 pesos ($30). 
The U.S. needs to begin the process of decriminalizing drug usage 
and moving toward dealing with the socioeconomic factors that inform 
usage in the first place. Columbia Professor Carl L. Hart states that while 
certain recreational drugs can alter the functions of particular brain 
neurons, there’s “virtually no data in humans indicating that addiction 
is a disease of the brain.” According to Hart, instead of annually arresting 
millions for drug possession, which does little to solve the source of drug 
use, governments need to better understand “the role of socioeconomic 
factors in maintaining drug use.” 
Cannabis possession in particular accounts for half of the U.S.’s 
yearly 1.5 million drug arrests, with African-Americans four times more 
likely to be arrested than Caucasians, despite both using cannabis at 
the same rates. Federal and state governments need to do a better of 
job of looking into the psychosocial factors that account for drug use 
and addiction. These include racial discrimination, employment status, 
policing and neighborhood characteristics. 
Particular elements within these factors, from joblessness to 
communal poverty, frequently impel one to take up drug usage as a 
means to curb his or her distress. It’s important to note that addiction’s 
based on the release of dopamine and how it alters the brain’s role in 
learning and memory. Drug addiction is linked with the speed and 
intensity of a drug’s release of dopamine, though one can become 
addicted to any form of pleasure — be it food, sex or even video games.
The U.S needs to be like Portugal and start decriminalizing drug 
usage and begin treating it like the public health problem that it is. 
Business Insider indicates that while distribution and trafficking are 
still criminalized, possession and use are moved into special courts 
“where each offender’s unique situation is judged by legal experts, 
psychologists and social workers.” 
Addiction and drug usage are then treated by public health services, 
with the policy decreasing the level of drug addiction within Portugal to 
the point where it’s one of the lowest in the European Union. 
The Cato Institute also indicated that drug-related pathologies such 
as death by overdose and the spread of STDs have also dramatically 
decreased in Portugal since decriminalization took effect in 2001.
While it’s unclear if decriminalization will have the same effects on 
the U.S. as it did in Portugal, we still need to strive to move toward it if 
only to reverse the damages of the “War on Drugs”. 
With 23 states having legalized medical marijuana, nine having 
outright legalization and with Gallup  poll indicating a 60 percent 
approval rating on the matter, the government needs to at least 
decriminalize marijuana usage. 
Yet, without moving toward the overall decriminalization of drug 
usage, we may not be able to efficiently tackle the determinate factors 
of poverty and a fractured criminal justice system.
Armin Haracic is a senior political science major. Contact Armin at 
haraciax@dukes.jmu.edu.
The Breeze welcomes and encourages readers to voice their opinions through 
letters and guest columns. Letters must be no longer than 250 words. Guest 
columns must be no more than 650 words.
The Breeze reserves the right to edit submissions for length, grammar and 
if material is libelous, factually inaccurate or unclear. The Breeze assumes 
the rights to any published work. Opinions expressed in this page, with the 
exception of editorials, are not necessarily those of The Breeze or its staff.
Letters and guest columns should be submitted in print or via e-mail and 
must include name, phone number, major/year if author is a current student 
(or year of graduation), professional title (if applicable) and place of residence 
if author is not a JMU student.
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ARMIN HARACIC |  armchair anecdotes
MEGAN WALKER / THE BREEZE
“The War on Drugs isn’t just a policy 
failure — it’s a cultural embarrassment.”
Armin Haracic
Senior political science major
BEN WOLFIN |  midnight on the porch
White House Press 
Secretary Sean Spicer’s 
in hot water again after 
he made a comparison 
between Adolf Hitler and 
Syrian President Bashar 
al-Assad. Spicer claimed 
that the actions taken 
by Assad, who used 
poisonous chemicals 
against his own people, 
were worse than the 
actions taken by Hitler 
during World War II. 
In his Tuesday press 
conference, Spicer said, 
“You know, you had 
someone as despicable as Hitler who didn’t even 
sink to using chemical weapons.” This comment was 
made during Passover, one of the most celebrated 
Jewish holidays. Spicer attempted to defend President 
Trump’s actions of shooting 59 tomahawk missiles on a 
Syrian airfield as a response to Assad’s actions. 
Assad used sarin gas on his own people, killing men, 
women and children. However, Spicer’s comments 
completely negate the fact that Hitler used Zyklon B 
chemical poison in his death camps that took the lives 
of 6 million Jews. 
Passover, or Pesach in Hebrew, celebrates the 
emancipation of the Jewish people from slavery in 
ancient Egypt. The holiday, which lasts eight days, is 
one of the holiest days in the Hebrew calendar. 
For this holiday to be disturbed, and for many 
Jewish people to feel this disrespected by the highest 
government in the world, is an embarrassment. Spicer 
was even given a chance to clarify his words during 
the press conference. As the press attempted to hold 
Spicer accountable, he gave this answer: “I think when 
you come to sarin gas, he was not using the gas on 
his own people the same way that Assad is doing,” 
and even went on to refer to concentration camps as 
“Holocaust centers.” 
As he continued with this answer, I wasn’t only 
disturbed, but also became more rooted in the fact 
that Spicer won’t last the first 100 days and has shown 
that he isn’t fit for the job. In case we’ve forgotten, 
the job of the press secretary is to collect information 
about the actions and events within the president’s 
administration and interact with the media. 
Nowhere in the job description does it say for the 
press secretary to diminish the role of the media, 
or use extreme instances to defend the president’s 
actions. According to Spicer’s logic, Assad’s worse 
than Hitler because he used sarin gas against his own 
people. Hitler used Zyklon B poison to kill somewhere 
between 160,000 to 180,000 German people. 
Spicer’s words not only drew shock from the media 
in the press briefing room, but also sent immediate 
shockwaves through the U.S. The Anne Frank Center 
was quick to react.
 They tweeted, “MUST FIRE SEAN SPICER NOW 
FOR ENGAGING IN HOLOCAUST DENIAL.” The 
center has the mission to, “address civil and human 
rights across America ... calls out prejudice, counters 
discrimination and advocates for the kinder and fairer 
world of which Anne Frank dreamed.” 
Spicer did issue an apology, however. He went on 
CNN and stated, “I was obviously trying to make a point 
about the heinous acts that Assad had made against 
his own people last week, using chemical weapons 
and gas. Frankly, I mistakenly made an inappropriate 
and insensitive reference to the Holocaust, for which 
there is no comparison, and for that I apologize. It was 
a mistake to do that.” But it’s too late to save Spicer now. 
The press secretary’s no stranger to situations like 
this. In his first press briefing, he angrily asserted that 
the crowds at the inauguration were the largest of all 
time. That was quickly disproven by The National Park 
Service with some simple photos. 
Spicer’s days are numbered; he mustn’t be allowed 
to continue to embarrass the U.S. on a national stage. 
This administration preys upon the fears of its 
followers based on fake news and the dangers of 
immigrants to the country. False narratives will bring 
about the downfall of this administration, and Spicer 
will be the next to go.   
Ben Wolfin is a junior writing, rhetoric and 
technical communication major. Contact Ben at 
wolfinbj@dukes.jmu.edu.
Sean Spicer crossed the line
COURTESY OF TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
Press secretary Sean Spicer compared the actions of Syrian President al-Assad to Adolf Hitler’s during the Holocaust.
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Class of 2021:
WELCOME TO CHOICES!
When you move in this fall, there will be 
so many things for you to do, learn and remember.
Why not get your 2018 - 2019 housing taken care of ASAP?
Upperclass Contracts for your sophomore year 
are AVAILABLE NOW!
Interested? Have questions? 
For more information visit www.jmu.edu/orl, 
call 540.568.HOME, or stop by the Office of Residence Life 
in Huffman Hall or the CHOICES Student Success Showcase!
Live Safe. Live Close. Live Supported. Live Engaged. #LIVEON
DAN FORD |  forward thinking
Poor decision protected by patriotism
It seems only right, given what 
the U.S. has come to represent 
over the past decade and a half, 
that many people across this 
country refused to call Donald 
Trump presidential until the 
moment he bombed Syria. 
The bombing came in response 
to the chemical attack on civilians 
that our intelligence community 
claims was conducted by the 
Bashar al-Assad regime. 
It seems only proper that the cable news media — 
that was once one of Trump’s greatest critics — has 
rushed to his side in a cry of patriotism, appearing 
eerily similar to nationalism in hopes of providing this 
aggressive act rousing civic support.
Despite the terror of the chemical attack and the 
necessity of providing humanitarian aid and relief 
for those who are in the most desperate predicament 
in Syria, Trump’s decision to use military aggression 
in response to the chemical attack was, for a slew of 
reasons, wrong. 
The immediate response to the crisis in Syria must 
be — as it should’ve always been — the opening of our 
border to those fleeing their once-precious homes that 
have since become burning ruins. 
The initial answer is to allow the children whose 
lives have been forever altered and parents who have 
little left to provide for their family a ticket to enter our 
nation. By doing so, they’ll intermingle with our people 
and hit the reset button on their lives which have been 
complicated by a disaster beyond their actions. Doing 
so requires no bombs. 
Another key element is increasing the amount of U.S. 
financing for organizations that aid those struggling in 
the ruins of Syria, or those who’ve fled in desperation. 
Many such organizations have a proven track record 
of providing the most important aid to the most in 
need of it. This runs parallel with the U.S. remaining a 
strong player in the U.N. as well as NATO. 
By aligning ourselves with other nations seeking 
similar justice, we’re better prepared to handle the 
complexities of Syria. 
Perhaps the most common argument by those 
opposed to Trump’s military aggression has been the 
claim that it was unconstitutional. Required to have 
Congress approve such an attack, President Trump’s 
actions violated the Constitution.
By using military aggression in Syria, Trump proved 
his willingness to act aggressively against a regime 
posing no imminent danger to the U.S. The U.S. can’t 
be engaged in yet another war in the Middle East, 
particularly on the ground, but for the most dire of 
circumstances. 
The Iraq War, which turned out to be one of this 
country’s greatest foreign-policy mistakes, is clear 
proof of what can go wrong when you enter a country 
with the hopes of overtaking a ruling dictator and 
putting in place a democratic regime. That war made 
this world and our country far less safe. A war in Syria 
would do the same.
Of course, the Assad regime’s brutal. Of course, 
Assad himself is a ruthless criminal. However, there are 
political measures the U.S. can take in order to attempt 
an overthrow of Assad — including pressuring Russia 
to take greater action against his regime. 
But, acting militarily isn’t the proper answer. And 
for those questioning the political tilt of this argument, 
know that Hillary Clinton supports similarly aggressive 
military action in Syria, and I’d too have called her out 
if she followed through with this desire. 
The principle of my argument remains unchanged, 
no matter the aggressor. Of course there are occasions 
when military actions are warranted. This isn’t such 
an occasion.
Dan Ford is a junior international affairs and 
international business double major. Contact Dan 
at forddm@dukes.jmu.edu.
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FRANK SMITH |  letter to the editor
The recent election has brought an ever-present, 
but often overlooked piece of the American 
electoral process back into the spotlight — the 
Electoral College. Last year, then-Republican 
candidate Donald J. Trump won the election for 
President of the United States, even though his 
Democratic opponent Hillary Clinton won the 
popular vote. Trump won through the Electoral 
College, a system in which each state is assigned 
a number of points based on its population. Those 
points are given to the candidate with the most 
votes in that state.
Normally, there’s no conflict between the 
overall number of votes in the country and the 
electoral college, but occasionally there is. We 
saw this before in 2000, when Republican George 
W. Bush beat Democrat Al Gore by winning the 
electoral, but not the popular vote, leading to 
accusations that Bush “stole” the election. This 
year has also brought controversy over this 
seemingly arbitrary and undemocratic process, 
with many people, especially those on the political 
left, questioning whether the system should be 
eliminated in favor of a system based strictly on 
the popular vote. Even former Attorney General 
Eric Holder told Bill Maher that the Electoral 
College should be “abolished.” The problem with 
these calls for the College’s removal, however, 
is that they fundamentally misunderstand not 
only the purpose of the Electoral College, but the 
nature of the American form of government itself.
The Founding Fathers had two main reasons 
for putting the Electoral College into the 
Constitution. The first was to ensure that smaller 
states weren’t put at a disadvantage to larger 
states. This was part of the “Great Compromise” 
that also gave us two senators per state, regardless 
of its population. The college’s system of points by 
population allows larger states to be represented 
accurately, but smaller states to be numerous 
enough to be worth paying attention to. This 
means that presidential candidates also have 
to address the concerns of smaller states, rather 
than just going to more densely populated areas. 
If the presidential election were solely determined 
by the popular vote, there wouldn’t be any 
presidential campaigns. Those running would 
simply have to visit the most populous states 
and cities and cater to their views and needs, 
while leaving rural and less populated areas in 
the proverbial dust.
The second reason is one that’s central to the 
core of America’s political system. The Electoral 
College serves as a check on the power of the 
majority. It’s important to remember that the 
United States is not a democracy. The founders 
were in fact very skeptical of democratic 
governance, fearing that the unrestrained power 
of the mob would lead to a “tyranny of the 
majority.” If this sounds snobbish of the founders, 
just think about how the majority of white voters 
have treated the minority of black citizens in the 
Southern states in the past, and you might be able 
to understand the founders’ fear.
Instead of a democracy, America is a republic, 
with various branches of government that each 
provide a check and balance on the other. The 
legislature can impeach the president, the 
president can veto bills from the legislature, 
the Supreme Court can declare laws passed by 
the legislature and signed by the president as 
unconstitutional and so forth. The same concept 
is true for the Electoral College. Since it empowers 
the less peopled areas, it provides a check on both 
the power of the larger populations and allows 
the electors, unless they are legally required by 
their state, to vote against their state’s population. 
The vote will come into action if they feel that 
the winning candidate is unfit for the job. This 
provides a check on the power of a people who 
could be caught up in the fury of a demagogue’s 
words or in a destructive political movement.
The 2016 election was a trying time for this 
nation that brought out some of the worst partisan 
bickering that Americans are capable of. It’s 
understandable that many people, those on the 
political left in particular, feel that the election 
should’ve gone differently and that the current 
president isn’t the most qualified person for the 
job. Speaking as a Republican, I fully admit to 
having serious reservations about him. I’ll even 
admit that I didn’t vote for him. But trying to 
remove a core concept of the electoral process, 
without fully understanding why it’s there in the 
first place, simply because it caused the candidate 
that you didn’t like to win, isn’t only childish, but 
demonstrates a fundamental misunderstanding 
of the founding principles of this nation.
Frank Smith is a sophomore public policy 
and administration major. Contact Frank at 
smithfm@dukes.jmu.edu.
In defense of the Electoral College
A “you-made-my-
day” pat to the guy in 
the Mason deck who 
let me take his parking 
space even though 
someone else wanted 
the spot.
From a student 
wondering if this means 
we’re dating.
A “you rock” pat to 
all of the volunteers 
who helped with Take 
Back the Night and 
Clothesline Project, 
including CARE exec/ 
GA, Veronica Jones, 
and ORL Staff.
From a student 
coordinator who 
appreciates, loves and 
celebrates you all and 




articles” pat to the 
opinion section. 
From a former 
opinion writer who 
still makes it a point to 
read The Breeze every 
Thursday despite having 
graduated.
A “c’mon” dart to 
Dining Services for 
doubling ingredients 
in meals and serving 
steak and lobster 
just because it was 
CHOICES.
From a JMU employee 
who thinks your services 
stand fine on their own 




to the incoming Breeze 
editors for passing off 
an editorial as a news 
article on the front 
page.
From a JMU alum 
who encourages you to 
review the basic rules of 





pat to Andy Uhlig for 
getting first place in Greek 
Sing for your prop moving 
capabilities.
From a proud roommate 
who you occasionally admit 
to being best friends with. 
This political cartoon depicts U.S. President Donald Trump and his process for making decisions for an attack on Syria.
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COMPUTER AND PHONE REPAIR
2347 S. Main St. Harrisonburg, VA 22801 | 540.435.0553 | www.rozhitech.com
ANY BRAND, ANY PROBLEM!
HARRISONBURG’S BEST
 ROZ HIGH TECH COMPUTER REPAIR SERVICES
By DREW COWEN
The Breeze
Josh Tillman, also known 
by his moniker Father John 
Misty, isn’t optimistic about 
mankind’s future. His new 
album “Pure Comedy” is 
many things: it’s a grueling 
satire of  society,  it ’s  a 
reflexive meditation, it’s endlessly clever — but it’s not hopeful. 
Given the present political and social tension in the U.S., 
it’s not hard to see where these anxieties stem 
f r o m .  M a n y  o f the songs portray 
dystopian futures — extensions of 
Tillman’s distorted thought 
process. The song “Things It 
Would Have Been 
Helpful to Know Before 
the Revolution” depicts 
a climate-change-ridden, post-
apocalyptic wasteland. “When the 
God of Love Returns There’ll Be Hell 
To Pay” shows the rueful second coming 
of Christ. 
One of the problems with Father John Misty’s past 
work is that it critiques, but doesn’t reflect. He’s often 
so busy hammering at what he thinks is wrong, he isn’t 
able to ponder his placement in the larger scheme of life. On 
“Pure Comedy,” we hear Tillman’s ruminations on his fans, 
success and position in the entertainment industry. The results 
aren’t pretty.
In the 13-minute song “Leaving LA,” Tillman addresses the 
vapidity of his audience. “And I’m merely a minor fascination 
to / Manic virginal lust and college dudes / I’m beginning to 
begin to see the end / Of how it all goes down between me and 
them / Some 10-verse chorus-less diatribe / Plays as they all 
jump ship, “I used to like this guy / This new s--- really kinda 
makes me wanna die.’”
Tillman often stumbles into hypocrisy, but at least he’s self-
aware of his infractures. In “The Ballad of the Dying Man,” he 
describes a man on his deathbed, bemoaning the fact that no 
one will criticize the phonies when he’s gone. 
“Just think of all the overrated hacks running amok / And all 
of the pretentious, ignorant voices that will go unchecked / The 
homophobes, hipsters and one percent / The false feminists 
he’d managed to detect / Oh, who will critique them once he’s 
left?” 
The dying man’s an extension of Father John Misty himself. 
There’s an inherent addictiveness in pointing out the flaws of 
others, while ignoring your own. If you look for the worst in 
society, you’re going to find it.
This pessimism comes from Tillman’s intense desire to 
be understood. But through the culmination of Tillman’s 
extensive musical career, he’s reached a bitter conclusion: 
human beings are awful, ruthless and contradictory. But 
they’re also the only reason to live, absurd as that may be.
In the title track “Pure Comedy,” Tillman expands on this, 
singing “The only thing that seems to make [people] feel alive 
is the struggle to survive / But the only thing that they request 
is something to numb the pain with / Until there’s nothing 
human left / Just random matter suspended in the dark / I 
hate to say it, but each other’s all we got.” 
This last line is a reluctant plea. And like the album 
“Pure Comedy,” it realizes the limitations of satire and self-
destructive necessity of mankind. 
Drew Cowen is a junior media arts and design and 
English double major. Contact Drew at cowends@dukes.
jmu.edu.
Misty hits the mark
By EMMY FREEDMAN
The Breeze
“So, you know, I think abortion is, 
um.” 
Louis C.K.’s never been one to shy 
away from the heavy-hitting topics, but 
this one takes the cake as an opening 
statement.
From there, C.K.’s recently 
released Netflix stand-up special “2017” continues to 
delve into uncomfortable territory that’s meant to make 
the audience squirm. But aside from squirming, the hour-
long show also prodded the audience into answering this 
fundamental question: Why is life worth living?
Because in defense of abortion, he asserts, life isn’t really 
all that great. Bad things happen daily and yet here we are, 
continuing to chug along. The world’s made up of people 
that didn’t kill themselves today, C.K. says. Despite this 
logic, though, C.K. remains on middle ground throughout 
this segment in order to allow his audience to draw 
its own conclusions and to show that there can be a 
less-extreme midpoint between anti-abortion and pro-
abortion rights.
Clearly, it’s uncomfortable material. But C.K. says it all 
with a sly little chuckle, showing the audience that he’s somewhat 
kidding. At the same time, C.K. intends for the audience to really 
consider why we don’t just off ourselves to relieve the pain of 
everyday life. And why can’t we talk about suicide sensibly? As 
soon as you voice suicidal thoughts to a doctor, C.K. says, you’re 
admitted to a mental institute. That doesn’t seem healthy either.
But after these first 15 minutes in which he covers these 
taboo topics, he delves into 
what makes life worth living. 
The main example of this 
is love. “It’s the best part of 
life,” C.K. says. “I’ve always 
loved love.” And after watching 
the rest of the show, I can safely 
put “comedy” on the list of why to 
remain alive, as well.
Over the course of the special, 
C.K. also includes particularly 
funny bits about how Christians 
“won” (we’re all living in the 
2017th year since Jesus’s death), his 
decision to get his kids a dog and his 
conflicted feelings about the movie 
“Magic Mike.” It’s all hilarious, and 
C.K. puts another notch in his belt 
of stand-up successes.
Detractors of stand-up comedy 
mostly complain that this form of 
humor lacks spontaneity, a key factor 
in what makes us laugh in other 
situations. Stand-up, as opposed 
to other forms of laugh-inducing 
moments, is orchestrated and untrustworthy. But C.K.’s always 
excelled at making his stand-up come off as casual musings that he’s 
sharing with close companions rather than thousands of people in an 
auditorium. This nature allows him to get personal with his audience 
and spend his introduction talking about topics like suicide and 
abortion that many other comedians would consider career suicide.
But this episode showed a different side of him. Instead of taking 
the stage in his signature T-shirt and jeans, C.K. emerged in a pinstripe 
suit. This sudden act of professionalism comes off as jarring when 
you consider that he needs to maintain an air of relaxed riffing with 
his audience in order to make the ensuing subjects not feel preachy 
and over designed. However, he still delivers his jokes with his 
signature goofball, tongue-in-cheek informality that makes up for this 
impromptu decision to dress to the nines.
While in many ways “2017” seems to be a turning point for C.K.’s 
career, the show also proves that his comedy’s still growing sharper. 
And since he’s reportedly signed a deal with Netflix for two stand-up 
specials, it looks like we can expect to see more great things from the 
comedian in the near future.
Emmy Freedman is a senior history and media arts and design 
double major. Contact Emmy at freedmee@dukes.jmu.edu.
Controversial Netflix“2017”
Starring Louis C.K.
Release: April 4, 2017
A new indie album features tracks that ridicule society
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PIZZA ~ SUBS ~ PASTA
P I Z Z A  B Y  T H E  S L I C E !
5 4 0 . 4 3 4 . 6 1 7 7




Off Port Republic Rd, Next To Starbucks
CATERING AVAILABLE FOR ALL OCCASIONS
Ordering Online Available
WWW.TUTTIGUSTI.US
Free Delivery   LATE NIGHT DELIVER Y
SUN - WED TIL 2:00AM  |  THUR - SAT TIL :00AM
PIZZA ~ SUBS ~ PASTA
P I Z Z A B Y T H E S L I C E !
5 4 0 . 4 3 4 . 6 1 7 7
U T T I G U S T I
TUTTI GUSTI
Served with chips (Dine in only)
Hot & Cold Subs 11” Bread Made Fresh Daily.
Philly Cheese Steak Super Special 7.99
With sautéed mushrooms, onions, green peppers, 
mayo, tomato, and American cheese
Philly Cheese Steak Hoagie   7.99
With sautéed onions, plus tomato, lettuce, 
mayo, and American Cheese
Italian    7.99
Salami, ham, provolone, lettuce, tomato, 
onions, mayo, and Italian dressing
Ham & Cheese    7.99
Ham, provolone, lettuce, tomato, onions, 
mayo, and Italian dressing
Chicken Wing Sub  7.99 
Grilled Chicken Sub    7.99
With lettuce tomato, onions, mozzarella cheese, and mayo
Chicken Filet    7.99
Fried boneless breast of chicken with 
lettuce, tomato, onions and mayo 
Meatball Parmigiana 7.99
Meatballs with tomato sauce and melted mozzarella
Sausage & Peppers Sub 7.99
Italian Sausage with tomato sauce and mozzarella cheese
Chicken Parmigiana    7.99
Breaded chicken with tomato sauce and melted mozzarella
Eggplant Parmigiana 7.99
Breaded eggplant with tomato sauce and melted mozzarella
All served with lettuce, tomato, onion & mayo
Served with chips (Dine in only)
Italian Ham, salami, provolone                 7.99
Ham & Cheese                        7.99
Chicken Wing                    7.99
Chicken BBQ 7.99
I Z T
P I Z Z A B Y T H E S L I C E !
5 4 0 . 4 3 4 . 6 1 7
T U T I I
I I
Kid’s Menu
Chicken Tenders            6.75
Spaghetti with Tomato Sauce   6.25
Spaghetti with Meatballs or Sausage 7.25
Ravioli or Manicotti 7.25
Fountain Soft Drink  1.99
Bottle Drink 2.19
Beer & Wine available
All Desserts at 5.59
Tiramisu | Cannoli 
Chocolate Cake | Cheese Cake
Eating at Tutti Gusti is a healthy choice. All of our 
sauces are low fat and prepared fresh daily with the 
finest ingredients. We use only 100% natural cheeses and 
the freshest pasta, vegetables, and meats for our entrees, 
paninis, pizzas and more. Buon Appetito!
PIZZA ~ SUBS ~ PASTA
P I Z Z A B Y T H E S L I C E !
5 4 0 . 4 3 4 . 6 1 7 7










Off Port Republic Rd, Next To Starbucks
540.434.6177
FAX: 540.434.6188
*All Prices Subject To Change Without Notice*
WWW.TUTTIGUSTI.US
  SUN - WED TIL 2:00AM   




















































































































































































































































































PIZZA ~ SUBS ~ PASTA
P I Z Z A B Y T H E S L I C E !
5 4 0 . 4 3 4 . 6 1 7 7
T U T T I G U S T I
TU USTI
Cold Wraps
PIZZA ~ SUBS ~ PASTA
P I Z Z A B Y T H E S L I C E !
5 4 0 . 4 3 4 . 6 1 7 7
T U T T I G U S T I
TUTTI GUSTI
















of $25 or More
Valid with coupon only. Cannot be 
combined with any other offer. One 
coupon per customer.Valid for dine-in, 
carry out or delivery. Limited time only.
FREE
Bag of Chips
with the purchase of any sub
Valid with coupon only. Cannot be 
combined with any other offer. One 
coupon per customer.Valid for dine-in, 




Valid with coupon only. Cannot be 
combined with any other offer. One 
coupon per customer.Valid for dine-in, 




Valid with coupon only. Cannot be 
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good drivers looking 
for CDL training
We are now hiring energetic, 
capable team players for the 
2017 summer season
Will pay for training
540-743-4159
Full and part-time positions
Must apply in person
Call for appointments
shenandoahriver.com
Raising th  
curt i
Wild & Sc n c g rn rs support for environmental issues through film
The 15th annual Wild & Scenic 
Film Festival made a second stop 
on its Virginia tour last Thursday 
at Court Square Theater, marking 
the fifth year the event’s come to 
Harrisonburg. Hosted by Wild 
Virginia, an organization devoted to 
protecting the George Washington 
and Jefferson National Forests, 
the event sought to highlight 
environmental campaigns and 
educate its audience.
   Wild & Scenic began in California 
and was created by the South Yuba 
River Citizens League. Partnered 
with Patagonia, the SYRCL decided to 
create a film festival to advance their 
cause — protecting the Yuba River. The 
film festival was so successful that the 
SYRCL decided to let other groups do 
the same and use the films to promote 
their own causes and campaigns in their 
area. With that, Wild & Scenic began 
loaning the films to organizations like 
Wild Virginia, which uses the festival to 
promote their own campaigns such as their 
opposition to the Atlantic Coast Pipeline. 
     Misty Boos, director of Wild Virginia, 
explained that every year the national festival sends 
Wild Virginia a list of about 300 short films for them 
to pick from. This year, Wild Virginia chose seven films 
for the Harrisonburg show. The organization’s goals 
when showing these films was to increase membership, 
promote their work and prompt people to make a difference.
    “These films are supposed to get you thinking about 
how  you could actually protect your own environment,” 
Boos said. “We don’t want to highlight what great, 
special, important people are doing, but what your average 
Joe like you and me can actually do and make a difference.”




The crowd is buzzing in Court 
Square Theater. Tables run by 
environmental activists surround 
the entrance, covered in promotional 
bumper stickers and T-shirts that 
read “no pipeline” and “I heart 
mountains,” eager to promote 
their cause. Filing into the theater, 
audience members take their seats, 
programs in hand. Thursday night, 
the audience didn’t just view films, 
but heard stories of people who 
made a difference and assessed their 
own impact on the world. 
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Offer good through 5/15/17 at 
Harrisonburg, Charlottesville, and 
Winchester, VA locations only.  
Please present coupon before 
ordering.  Not good with any other 
offer or coupon.  No substitutions. 
Limit one coupon per customer.
facebook.com/go.botime @gobotime@go.botime
www.GoBoTime.com
Near Rockingham Memorial Hospital
1880 Port Republic Rd • Harrisonburg, VA 22801
Offer good through 5/15/17 at 
Harrisonburg, Charlottesville, and 
Winchester, VA locations only.  
Please present coupon before 
ordering.  Not good with any other 
offer or coupon.  No substitutions.  
Limit one coupon per customer.
Cajun Filet Biscuit 12pc Super Tailgate









We are now hiring energetic, 
capable team players for the 
2017 summer season
Full and part-time positions
Must apply in person
Call for appointments






Follow us on Twitter @TheBreezeSports
By BLAKE PACE
contributing writer
A unique combination of veteran 
leadership and impressive rookie play has 
led this year’s JMU men’s tennis team to 
its first winning season since the 2011-12 
campaign. Despite falling 4-0 to Richmond 
on Tuesday, the Dukes hold a respectable 
record of 11-8 (2-1 CAA). Having won seven 
out of their last ten, the Dukes have now 
secured their fourth winning season over 
the last 17 years.
Following a four-game stretch in late 
March, freshman Tate Steinour was 
awarded CAA Co-Player of the Week, 
while freshman Paul Mendoza and junior 
Theophile Lanthiez were awarded CAA 
Doubles Team of the Week. Steinour 
believes that he and his teammates’ 
ability to earn these accolades as freshmen 
foreshadows their success in years to come.
“It’s proof that we definitely belong,” 
Steinour said. “To make a name for 
ourselves so early in our careers, I think it 
gives us hope that the future is bright for 
JMU tennis.”
Head coach Steve Secord praised 
Mendoza’s presence both on and off the 
court.
“Paul has done really well,” Secord said. 
“He’s got a lot of talent and getting him to 
understand what he can do and not block 
himself at all.”
While the Dukes have benefited from 
their strong freshman class, Secord 
commended the leadership of the 
upperclassmen. 
“The seniors like Brett and Seebs 
[Sebastian Salinas], who are in the lineup 
more consistently, have been the anchor 
for this team and their careers have 
consistently gotten better,” Secord said.
This season, the team’s managed a 
perfect record at home. They’ve posted 
six straight wins since March 21, including 
huge conference victories over CAA rivals 
Hofstra and Delaware.
“We all are mentally much more focused 
during practice and our energy levels are a 
lot higher than they were,” Mendoza said.
Senior Brett Moorhead added that not 
having to travel also created less wear and 
tear on the team while keeping them more 
mentally prepared for their matches. After 
enduring three losing seasons, Moorhead’s 
enjoyed finishing his career on a positive 
note.
“It’s awesome to be a senior and be a 
part of a winning season,” Moorhead said. 
“That hasn’t happened in a while. Coming 
in, it was tough because we were all young, 
But it’s awesome to have a senior year like 
this.”
While the team may be riding a hot 
streak, Secord remains cautious of a 
potential collapse.
“You’d like to say it doesn’t happen, 
but realistically we know they’re human 
and go through ups and downs,” Secord 
said. “Throughout the year, we put them 
in tough situations and we hopefully make 
them more resilient when it gets to the 
nitty-gritty.”
Mendoza also believes that another key 
to success is for the team to keep up its 
academic performance.
“If you feel not as stressed off the court, 
then you won’t be thinking about other 
distractions on the court,” Mendoza said.
The Dukes will head to Villanova this 
Friday before their final CAA match at 
Drexel on Saturday. Fans of the Dukes 
will say their final farewells to the team’s 
seniors on Tuesday, before they head to 
the CAA championships in Elon, North 
Carolina, on April 21.
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Game, Set, Match
FOOTBALL | Gus Little and Marcus Marshall prove they can help the team
Gus Little was named to First Team All-State as a junior and senior at Massaponax High School in Fredricksburg, Virginia. He didn’t play at Maryland as a redshirt freshman. 
JMU men’s tennis pulls off double-digit wins for the first time since the 2011-12 season
from front
Leading that charge was 
Little.
Little finished the game 
with six tackles and a 
fumble recovery. He made 
his presence known right 
away in the game as well, 
recording the first tackle of 
the afternoon.
Litt le  was recr uited 
heavily from a number of 
schools coming out of high 
school. He was ranked as 
the 26th inside linebacker 
in the country by ESPN in 
his high school class. That 
number had a lot of colleges 
seeking out Little to come 
play for them, including 
JMU.
Ultimately, he chose 
U.Md. but didn’t see any 
playing time aside from the 
scout team.
Little transferred to JMU 
after his redshirt freshman 
year. So far, during spring 
practice, he’s become a 
presence on the field.
“I think Gus has come 
along really well,” Houston 
said. “You didn’t know just 
how fast he would be able to 
make an impact. Obviously 
he is a talented player, but 
I think after seeing him 
through the spring and 
seeing him today, he is a 
guy that will play for us this 
fall.” 
Little wants to come in 
and help in any way he 
can. He’s set the bar high 
not only for himself, but for 
the team as well.
“You always got to set 
your expectations high,” 
Little said. “The expectation 
is to be the No. 1 defense 
in the CAA and hopefully 
get another conference 
championship and we take 
it from there.”
CONTACT Jack Fitzpatrick 
at fitzpajg@dukes.jmu.edu.
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HURRY IN, LIMITED TIME OFFER 
Sign a lease and get a 
$200 gift card + a free iHome!
1191 Devon Lane | Harrisonburg, VA 22801 
5 4 0 . 4 3 2 . 1 0 0 1  |  L i v e T h e H a r r i s o n . c o m
*Prizes and amenities subject to change. While supplies last.
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By ETHAN PELINO
contributing writer
The Washington Capitals will win the 
Stanley Cup in 2017, capturing their first Cup 
in franchise history.
Since the time they played their inaugural 
season in 1974, the team from the District 
has come a long way. The Capitals clinched 
their third Presidents’ Trophy last week with 
a 2-0 victory over the New York Rangers, 
marking their second straight season 
leading the league in points. 
This Capitals team is by far the deepest 
it’s ever been. Vice President and General 
Manager Brian McLellan gave the current 
iteration a two-year window to win it all in 
2015, meaning that this year’s team is its last 
shot to potentially win it all.
With the acquisition of players T.J. Oshie 
from the Blues for top-line depth, three-
time Stanley Cup champion Justin Williams 
from Los Angeles in 2015 and the speedy 
Lars Eller from Montreal in 2016, fans and 
analysts alike believe that this is the Caps’ 
time to shine.
This was reinforced further when the team 
acquired defenseman Kevin Shattenkirk at 
the trade deadline this season. The Capitals 
have put all of its chips on the table.
The Capitals have a one-two punch with 
their third and fourth lines, who’ve provided 
much of the team’s shot volume down the 
stretch. It’s no longer possible for 
Alex Ovechkin to win the Rocket 
Richard Trophy, as he’s tied for 
13th  in the NHL in goals with 
33, compared to Crosby’s 44 
with the season now over. 
But with a bottom-six like the 
Capitals, they’ll be hard to 
stop even without Ovechkin 
scoring as often as years past.
When a team can roll all four 
of their lines in any situation and 
drag a player from one spot to another, it’s 
a dangerous unit. The Caps have to contend 
with the best of the East to get there, but 
given its leadership, depth, scoring ability, 
quality coaching and fantastic goaltending, 
the Capitals will finally break through the 
franchise’s historic second-round exit 
slump.




It’s the most wonderful time of the year 
— and I’m not talking about Christmas. 
The icey wonderland I’m dreaming 
of is known as the Stanley Cup 
playoffs. 
Heading into the playoffs, 
several teams stand a chance 
of  f inding themselves 
hoisting the most coveted 
trophy in hockey come June. 
Despite the abundance of 
teams in contention, the team 
best poised to win it all is the 
Chicago Blackhawks.
The Blackhawks have created a dynasty 
over the past seven seasons, winning four 
Stanley Cups. Fourteen players on the roster 
have won at least one title, and of that group, 
four have won two and six have won three.
Beyond just their experience, the 
Blackhawks’ offense is lethal. Chicago boasts 
one of the most feared lines in hockey, which 
is composed of Patrick Kane, Artem Anisimov 
and Artemi Panarin. That line has combined 
for 97 goals and 121 assists. However, 
even if this line is held in check during the 
playoffs, opposing teams should be wary of 
overlooking its second line, which is led by 
Jonathan Toews.
The young players on the Blackhawks’ 
roster also pose a threat. Forwards like Ryan 
Hartman and Richard Panik bring a physical 
style of play — crucial trait to playoff success 
— on top of being able to score clutch goals.
While Chicago’s defense has been a 
question mark in the team’s past runs for 
the Stanley Cup, that isn’t the case this year.
The team’s defense is fueled by the best 
group of defenders the Blackhawks have 
had in years. With players like Norris Trophy 
winner Duncan Keith, Brent Seabrook, Niklas 
Hjalmarsson and Johnny Oduya, it’s not going 
to be easy to get a shot off on two-time Stanley 
Cup champion Corey Crawford between the 
pipes.
While the team didn’t win the Presidents’ 
Trophy, there’s no reason to believe they 
won’t come out on top. The Blackhawks have 
the experience and the skills to carry them 
to their fourth title in seven years.
CONTACT Catie Harper at 
harpercm@dukes.jmu.edu.
COURTESY OF TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
The Washington Capitals have yet to advance to the Eastern Conference Semifinals in the franchise’s long history. 
Washington Capitals Chicago Blackhawks 
The Chicago Blackhawks have won the Stanley Cup four times since 2010. Each team led their conference in points. 
COURTESY OF TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
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SCENIC | Annual film festival displays frightening reality and encourages audience activism 
PHOTOS BY WILL CARMACK / THE BREEZE
from page 8
Each film shown at the festival was unique and inspiring. The 
audience heard stories about a highly respected wilderness guide, 
a woman from Bangladesh who scaled the highest summits of each 
continent, declining species and the effects the border wall between 
the United States and Mexico would have on the ecosystem around it.
Samantha Heitsch, a University of Virginia senior, is featured in the 
film, “A Ghost in the Making.” This film’s about the decline of the rusty 
patched bees. Heitsch, who is seen in the film doing fieldwork, is a 
member of her research mentor, T’ai Roulston’s, “bee team.” This team 
looks at all facets of bee decline, particularly the rusty patched bees. 
Heitsch explained that Roulston’s lab was the last one on the East 
Coast to find a member of the declining species since the 90’s back 
in 2014. Since then, the team has been unable to find it again, but “A 
Ghost in the Making” has helped raise awareness. The film mentions 
that the rusty patched bee was proposed for listing by the Endangered 
Species Act. As a result of the film’s release, enough public interest was 
gathered that the species earned itself a spot on the list as of March 21.
“I’m really glad to see that together, with combined efforts between 
science and the media and public interest, we can really garner support 
for this issue and hopefully create real change towards protecting these 
really important species,” Heitsch said.
In her third year doing Wild & Scenic, Boos is amazed at how the 
films are still relevant today — especially in the political sphere — 
despite being introduced a year ago.
“Every year’s different — I think that’s fun,” Boos said. “I’m always 
surprised at how unique the films are, and especially this year, how 
timely some of them are in terms of how amped up our politics are. 
It’s been nice to see how [the films] have responded to that and caught 
up so quickly.”
The films prompted a great deal of applause and made some members 
of the audience question their own impact on the environment.
“It makes you examine how you’re living your life, if you can live it 
without regrets,” audience member Katie Mitchell said. “Whether you 
can live it without damage.”
At each show, “action items” are available, encouraging guests to take 
their first action to protect the environment. At this showing, postcards 
were used as actions items for the guests to fill out. By hosting these 
shows and giving the audience a chance to take action, Boos hopes 
that the festival can inspire more people to become activists.
“I want more and more people to be activists, not just a few folks,” 
Boos said. “It’s a job of everybody to protect their national forests 
because they belong to us.”
CONTACT Abby Church at churchae@dukes.jmu.edu.
Audience members watch a variety of films while they simultaneously build a community that works to protect and restore the environment.  They left the theatre inspired and motivated to make a lasting difference in the global movement. 
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THROUGHOUT NORTHERN VIRGINIA
EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY FOR SCHOOL
 TEACHERS & COLLEGE STUDENTS
Must be 18 years old and willing to work every day from
JUNE 17th-JULY 7th
For more information and online application, go to
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GRADUATION HOUSE AD
find out how you can be in the 










First 10 words for $1
Help Wanted
Apts for Rent
City of Harrisonburg is
seeking applications for
Recreation Instructor - Year
Round. For more






STABLES is currently look-
ing for summer help!
Horse/livestock experience
preferred, but will train the
right person. Must be will-
ing to work outside in all
weather conditions, have a
friendly and positive atti-
tude towards guests and
coworkers, and MUST love
animals. Do not apply if
sweat, dirt, and poop of-






Study Center is hiring part-
time Student Assistants to
start in Summer and/or Fall
2017. The position will in-
clude administrative and
reception duties as well as
the potential to plan pro-
gramming and provide
academic assistance for in-
ternational students. If you
are interested, please email
Jennifer Little at
farkasjr@jmu.edu for the
full position description or
to submit a resume.
.25 mile from Campus
4 + bedroom Fenced in
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WELCOME TO JMU
540.432.0600 | live-thehills.com
• RENOVATED CLUBHOUSES •
• NEW HARDWOOD FLOORS •
• UPDATED APARTMENTS •
• COMMUNITY EVENTS •
APPLY ONLINE TODAY
Live betterwith us!k
